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Bay of Whales had been selected for the wintering station because
its conditions, especially the absence of high winds, seemed most
suitable for flying ; and because it was one of the most important
centres in Antarctica from which geographical and other scientific
discoveries could be made. Amundsen's good influence may be
seen here.
A trail was carefully marked from the ship to the station; a
look-out was set in the crow's-nest and no team was allowed to
make the journey alone. In addition to these precautions, the
departure of every caravan was telephoned from the City to the
base and the transport was run with railway precision. On Janu-
ary 5th 5 tons of merchandise were transported to the station by
9 teams. The ship was able to berth nearer the base as the ice
went out of the bay and on the i5th one team of 13 dogs, sledging
3 2 miles, transported 3,5 oo Ibs. in the day. Most of the teams were
then covering this distance every day with loads of between 700
and 1,000 Ibs. The dogs each pulled about 150 Ibs.
Building operations proceeded simultaneously with the trans-
porting and included the erection of three 65-foot wireless masts.
On January i5th several trial flights were made in the Fairchild
monoplane and proved perfectly satisfactory. Byrd made a few
minor discoveries on the Ross Barrier during one of these flights,
including a new inlet 30 miles west of the Bay of Whales. He was
anxious to make a flight over King Edward VII Land before the
arrival of the tolling., which had left New Zealand for the second
time on January i4th; and as the City was unloaded by the 2yth
he took off in the Fairchild on that day with a gross load of 5,700 Ibs.
Three men made this flight, a pilot and a wireless operator
accompanying Byrd. They flew towards Scott's Nunatak, nearly
200 miles to the north-east, at an average speed of 120 miles an
hour. Their course followed the coast where, an hour after leav-
ing the base, a new bay was discovered and named Hal Flood Bay.
The land then was seen to consist of rolling country, and fearful
crevasses appeared in its covering of ice near the base of the large
triangle of which Cape Colbeck is the northern apex. Beyond
Scott's Nunatak new land was seen at the rate of 4,000 square miles
per hour. The Alexandra Hills appeared to the south and the
land fell rapidly in terraces, scored by crevasses, from the hills to
the Ross Sea. The sea was completely covered with ice, and one
glacier was seen to enter it. Snow-covered land, with a rounded
mountain, appeared to the east and south, A depression that may